
Museum at Home
A History Project for the relief of Isolation Boredom 

AIM
To create a history of yourself or things you own and then to curate it for others -
don’t worry, you don’t have to share it with anyone…but you might like to think of this
as a project for your children or grandchildren in future years to find.
It can be short and sweet or really detailed.

HOW
We are supplying you with a few ideas to help 
get started. However, it is your project and you 
can do it in whatever way works best for you. 
Here we go, starting with the simplest:

v Create a one page/exhibit that sums up 
you…this is really hard but fun. 

v Celebrate something that you collect –
creating a display or exhibition to show 
others.

v Create a display based on an exciting 
adventure you’ve been part of – travel or 
family or both

v Create a scrapbook of your history – this 
might be using an actual scrapbook or 
journal or…..

v Create an online version to share with 
others.

v Start working on your family history and 
create an illustrated version

It is entirely up to you and how much time you 
wish to spend on this project….although time is 
what we do have a lot of now!

FIRST STEPS
Information gathering – to curate your Museum at Home you will need something to 
work with. 
Once you have decided what the main idea is going to be then you will need to find 
out what resources you have.
These may include old family photographs, birth certificates, holiday journals, items 
you have collected and so on.
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SHORT VERSION

To create a Museum at Home using one display panel or exhibit …this can be whatever
size you like. Use the following questions as prompts but feel free to add or change
them.

PROMPTS

This is challenging – try to have only one
item for each section

1. A photo of you as a child

2. Your family

3. Something you collect

4. Someone important to you

5. Your favourite hobby

6. Your home

7. A book that has been important to
you

8. Something you would struggle to live
without (not family!)

DISPLAY
The example shown top right is of the
preliminary selection of items. Each one
has a story attached which isn’t included
yet. The next step would be to create a
display. It might be completely digital
with explanations - photo bottom right –
or a physical display preferably with the
addition of some kind of explanation to
help others understand the selection.
That’s it!

Examples from the top: This is from the 
website ‘Let them be small’ showing the 
writer’s choice of 5 objects. She included 
her wedding ring, a photo of her children, 
mobile phone, books, trainers
The book shows a digital interpretation –the 
items are listed on the page to the right.
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LONGER VERSION

If you enjoyed doing the short exercise you might like to go further and add to your
museum…or you may want to start with a bigger project. Here are some ideas to help
you.

Family history

If you have never researched your family
history now is a great time to start. The best
way to begin is to see how far back you can
remember – maybe get help from other
members of the family. You will be surprised
what you already know and also what
resources you may already have. These
might be old family photos – someone may
have written on the back who they are if
you’re lucky – or even birth certificates.

You can download simple charts like the one
in the photo. These help organise your
findings and start mapping your family out
on paper. Very quickly you begin to find
where the gaps in the information are. This
is where the internet really helps.

For example, you can trace your family
history from your tablet or laptop these
days. There are plenty of websites you can
use such as Ancestry but they do charge for
access. You can usually pay for one month –
but remember to cancel!

The more details you can add the more
interesting it will be for others to look at.

Examples – from the top:
A simple family tree template – online or 
printed off
An imaginative version
Family photos scanned make a great 
resource to use.



COLLECTIONS

First of all decide what objects are going to
be included…it might be a mix from different
collections.
Where are they currently are they on
display? Are they in a drawer? How can you
include them in your Museum?

Then you need to bring the collection to life.
This is where it gets interesting and becomes
more of a museum. Imagine you are trying
to get others interested.
You may have lots of different items and it
might be difficult to talk about all of them –
select the ones with the best stories
attached. See if you can bring them to life
for others to enjoy and understand.

Displaying a collection is very much part of
museum life but don’t worry it doesn’t have
to be complicated.

You can create a 3D display in your
house….or….an online one that you can
share. Using a digital camera it’s amazing
what you can do!
Some ideas are given in the photos.
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LONGER VERSION - Continued

If you are a collector you might want to make most of your Museum at Home all
about your collection. Collections may include all kinds of objects from stamps to
fridge magnets gathered on holidays; from presents from the children or
grandchildren to postcards. The aim is to reveal the separate stories behind the
objects.
Don’t forget this is a Museum about You…everything that matters to you 

is relevant!

Examples from the top:
Someone’s camera collection
A natural history collection in a case
A display of items – they are numbered so 
there will be an explanation to go with 
them.



Not everyone likes to collect things.
Don’t worry, your Museum at Home might be more about what you have done,
what you like, what makes you the person you are. You might like to:

v Map all the places you have ever visited.

v Explore all the places your family came from or live in and create an illustrated
map.

v It might become an art work that only resonates with yourself. It can be a sewn
patchworks – see the photo below – or a collage.

Most of all, please have fun with it….no one else need ever see….but we hope that
you will share! Please do send a photo or scan to us at the museum if you would
like to: admin@bursledonbrickworks.org.uk Let us know if we can share it.
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Examples clockwise from 
top left:
A patchwork display
A holiday trip
A family history mapped 
out
Centre:
An unusual subject –
Museum of Broken 
Relationships (it exists!) 
showing you can be as free 
in selecting the focus of 
your museum as you like.

http://bursledonbrickworks.org.uk

